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Mr. Hoondamal to the Town Council against the Licensing Officer's
decision to refuse a licence in respect of the premises in West Street. In
spite of the dignified protest of Mr. Burne, the Town Council has upheld
the Licensing Officer's decision to refuse the licence, and although dis-
sociating itself publicly from the reason given by the Licensing Officer,
it has not substituted a reason of its own for the one repudiated.
But another astounding point arises in connection with this hearing.
The Mayor has laid down the extraordinary dictum that the Licensing
Officer's discretion is arbitrary, and not, as contended by Mr. Hoonda-
mal's counsel, to be exercised within the four corners of the law. It is
not within our province to comment upon the legal aspect of this ruling;
we merely place it on record. The struggle promises to be a titanic one.
Indeed, the Indian community must either take it up or succumb. It
is no mere question of the annihilation of Mr. Hoondamal. Whilst such
a result would be deplorable, it would be comparatively insignificant.
The matter is of far larger concern than the conservation of the privileges
of an individual. The whole Indian trading community is threatened
with extinction. What has happened to Mr. Hoondamal may happen
to every single Indian trader. So long as the newly-laid-down interpreta-
tion of the law holds good, no Indian's business is worth a day's takings.
The net result of the decision of the Supreme Court is this. It is
known that the desire of the white population is to stamp out the Indian
traders piecemeal. It has been ruled that licences are granted for parti-
cular premises only and are not transferable. A landlord may, in conse-
quence, rackrent a tenant trader to the top of his bent, and the trader
is abjectly helpless. He must either be ruined by the landlord or he must
seek new premises. If he chooses the latter alternative, his licence becomes
invalid, and his trading privileges null and void. He cannot obtain what
will then be considered a new licence, for just as it may be (unofficially)
judged to be unnecessary to issue new licences for Asiatics to trade in West
Street, so every other trading locality within the town limits may be de-
barred to him, and he will be extinguished as absolutely as a moth in a
candle flame.
This is a matter, not for individual consideration, but for the corporate
deliberation of the whole Indian community all over South Africa. The
battle-ground has been temporarily removed from the Transvaal to Natal.
What applies to Durban applies to the whole Colony, and what now applies
to Natal may not improbably apply to South Africa as a whole. Evil
example is quickly followed.
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